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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 1272 26.7 6.6 45 59.3 90.3
2 251 23.2 7.2 45 51.6 17.8
3 704 25.3 8.2 45 56.1 50
4 590 24.9 7.8 45 55.4 41.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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1. (a) Examine the arguments in favour of euthanasia. [30]

(b) ‘It is wrong to assist the death of someone who wants to die.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
Wide-ranging discussion and awareness of issues. Good real-life analysis and use of quotations with appropriate examples and some accurate use of specialist vocabulary. Would benefit from more detail and reference to available scholarship.











Sticky Note
Partially adequate treatment – well-presented with range of real life examples and helpful discussion on recent legislation, but could have been more thorough. Some use made of religious viewpoints but overall lacking in-depth discussion and analysis.



Sticky Note
Rather brief and tends towards the confessional. Lack of scholarship and other in-depth viewpoints.









Sticky Note
Addresses main issue and considers other viewpoints well. Good discussion and comment, aided by positive use of religious texts and quotations. Satisfactory presentation.
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2. (a) Examine ways in which religious belief and practice are portrayed in The Simpsons. [30]

(b) ‘Television does not portray religious concepts effectively.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
A fairly full answer, good use of characters and examples and addresses the main point. Good detail and reference to a range of relevant episodes and scenes and fairly extensive quotations. Ability to understand and develop key points. Clear and well-organised









Sticky Note
Addresses main issues and offers alternative viewpoints, with good use of material to sustain arguments. Perhaps a little brief and lacking scholarly analysis.
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3. Either: Fundamentalism

(a) Explain the main characteristics of fundamentalism. [30]

(b) ‘The strengths of fundamentalism are greater than its weaknesses.’
Assess this view. [15]

Or: New Religious Movements

(a) Explain the main characteristics of New Religious Movements. [30]

(b) ‘The most significant cause in the rise of New Religious Movements is social change.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
A fairly full answer with clear analysis of main issues. Good use of real-life examples, showing clear understanding, backed up with some scholarly support. Wide-ranging discussion, use of vocabulary and clearly presented.













Sticky Note
A very good answer, using a wide range of material, supported by scholarly debate. There is a clear understanding of key facts and concepts and useful biblical and religious references and relevant quotations. The answer is clear and easy to follow, with good use of technical and religious language.









Sticky Note
Good use of examples in contrast, limited, though relevant comment, some good reasoning and awareness of other viewpoints. Well-presented but rather brief.









Sticky Note
There is an impressive and wide-ranging analysis of key concepts and an appreciative analysis of different viewpoints. Good supporting evidence and reasoning are evident. Perhaps slightly brief.
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4. (a) Outline the reasons why Freud regards religious belief as an illusion. [30]

(b) ‘Freud’s explanation of religious belief as a form of mental illness is not valid.’
Assess this view. [15]
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Sticky Note
There is a good knowledge and understanding of Freud and pro and anti debate. Excellent and relevant examples supported by scholarly argument. It is mainly accurate and with good use of scholarship and evidence. It is clear and well-presented.









Sticky Note
A little brief, but with good consideration of differing views, balanced and well-supported with evidence. There is good use of scholarship and technical terms in an easy to follow framework.
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GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


R1/2 CS - INTRODUCTION TO RELIGION IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 
 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 
 
Q.1 (a) Examine the arguments in favour of euthanasia [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 


 Euthanasia can mean death with dignity. 


 Relief from pain and suffering. 


 Would end suffering and is the loving thing to do. 


 Eases burden on relatives. 


 Eases burden on social services. 


 Saves NHS funding. 


 Prevents over-crowding in hospitals and homes. 


 Response to public demand. 
 
 (b) ‘It is wrong to assist the death of someone who wants to die.’ 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In Favour:  
 


 Sanctity of life. 


 Life is a gift from God (Gen 1:26). 


 Do not murder (Exodus 20:13). 


 Suffering is part of God’s plan. 


 Need to provide better care, hospices. 


 Ahimsa: principle of non-violence. 


 Easy way out. 


 Kill, not cure 
 
  Against: 
 


 Helping to relieve suffering can be the most loving thing to do. 


 Gives a dignified death. 


 Stewardship and need to honour father and mother (Exodus 20:12). 


 We put sick animals to sleep, why not humans? 


 Ends unnecessary suffering. 


 Allows person freedom of choice regarding timing of their death. 
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Q.2 (a) Examine the way in which religious belief and practice are portrayed in 


The Simpsons. [A01 30] 
 
  NOTE: TV programmes mentioned in this mark scheme are used as 


examples. Candidates may refer to other programmes. 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 


 Many characters are religious believers. 


 A number of different faiths and communities are represented. 


 Sometimes beliefs are ridiculed. 


 God sometimes appears and talks with Homer. 


 Characters are often seen to pray and worship. 


 Some religious stereotyping of extremist or fundamentalist views. 


 A number of scenes take place in church or place of worship. 


 Congregation seldom participate. 


 Episodes have focussed around Roman Catholicism, Judaism, Buddhism 
and Hinduism. 


 
  Expect some organised analysis as well as examples to get beyond L5. 
 
 (b) ‘Television does not portray religious concepts effectively.’ 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In Favour: 
 


 Television often uses stereotypes religious characters. 


 Some programmes are ineffective because they use outdated religious 
concepts. 


 Television programmes can be ineffective if they are insensitive or 
sensationalist. 


 Complaints from faith communities over misrepresentation. 


 Television is passive - audience does not participate or respond actively. 


 Television tends to focus on visual practiced and is not always effective at 
showing concepts. 


 
  Against: 
 


 Religious values and concepts are effectively shown in specialist 
programmes such as ‘Songs of Praise’ and ‘The Heaven and Earth 
Show’. 


 Such programmes have been successful for many years as effective 
mediums for conveying religious issues. 


 Documentaries and specific channels have been effective when dedicated 
to the examination of religious concepts. 


 TV evangelism promotes understanding of religious values and concepts 
and is effective in attracting large audiences. 


 Information Broadcasting Code offers guidelines on need for 
responsibility, openness, honesty, and requirement to be non-exploitive. 
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Q.4 (a) Outline the reasons why Freud regards religious belief as an illusion. 
    [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 


 Freud claimed that religion is a function of human mind. 


 It causes people to perform meaningless rituals. 


 Human mind is full of unconscious material. 


 Religion stem from desire to control unconscious feelings. 


 Religion fulfils unconscious wishes to be safe, protected and loved. 


 Unconscious mind seeks to come to terms with pressure and repressed 
memories need to be faced. 


 Oedipus complex - fulfils unconscious need for male god figure. 


 Religion is illusion because God is simply the projected contents of the 
unconscious mind - fear, guilt, desire. 


 Belief in God is an illusion which prevents humans developing full mental 
maturity and personal autonomy. 


 
 (b) ‘Freud’s explanation of religious belief as a form of mental illness is not 


valid’. 
  Assess this view  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In Favour: 
 


 Freud admits religious belief may help all people to become more 
balanced. 


 Freud accepts that religious belief can stimulate creativity and 
imagination. 


 No verifiable / empirical evidence that religion is linked to mental illness. 


 Religious believers tend to be less, not more neurotic that non-believers. 


 Religious rituals can add to spiritual growth in all people. 


 Religion is more than ritual actions. 


 Religious believers claim religion is about facing harsh reality. 
 
  Against: 
 


 All humans seen to seek comfort and protection. 


 This is regression, not maturity. 


 Freud is strongly arguing from psychoanalysis. 


 Religious activities resemble the actions of a neurotic person - rituals, 
repeated unnecessary actions. 


 This shows weakness and lack of mental maturity. 


 Neurotic and anxious behaviour are mirrored in religious beliefs about sin, 
judgement and punishment. 
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Q.3 Either: Fundamentalism 
 
 (a) Explain the main characteristics of fundamentalism.  [A01 30] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 


 Reaction to the marginalisation of religion. 


 Selectivity of sacred text. 


 Moral dualism - a black - and - white view of right and wrong. 


 Absolute certainty of belief. 


 Millenialism and the coming of the Messiah. 


 Belief that members are part of God’s elect. 


 Sharp boundaries between the saved and unsaved. 


 Authoritarian and charismatic leadership. 
 
 (b) ‘The strengths of fundamentalism are greater than its weakness.’ 
  Assess this view.  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In Favour: 
 


 Strong Convictions and response to religious teaching and doctrine. 


 Unshakeable faith and sincere belief. 


 Strong sense of community striving together. 


 Believers live by solid moral values. 


 Increasing influence of fundamentalism in UK. 
 
  Against: 
 


 Brings religious intolerance and arrogance into society. 


 Can lead to public anger against those who disagree. 


 Believers are reluctant to listen and change. 


 Fundamentalist groups tend to have dominating male leadership and 
ignore female leadership qualities. 


 Fundamentalist exclusive claims to truth can lead to public perception of 
intolerance. 


 
  Candidates should offer clear assessment of the relative strengths and 


weakness to get beyond L5. 
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 OR: New Religious Movements 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
 (a) Explain the main characteristics of New Religious Movements.  [A01 30] 
 


 Some NRMs reject secular society’s values. 


 Some NRMs are authoritarian in belief and behaviour. 


 For some NRMs membership demands total commitment. 


 Many members of NRMs regard themselves as belonging to the only true 
religion. 


 Many NRMs campaign against loss of dynamism in mainstream religion. 


 Some members of NRMs feel rejection by mainstream religious believers. 


 A few NRMs believe that they have secret knowledge given to them by 
God alone. 


 In some NRMs, members recruited by conversion and strictly controlled. 


 Some NRMs have a charismatic leadership - no paid clergy. 


 Some NRMs have emphasis on Judgement / Second Coming. 


 A number of NRMs favour intense worship. 
 
 (b) The most significant cause in the rise of the New Religious Movement is 


social change. 
  Assess this View  [A02 15] 
 
  Candidates are likely to include some or all of the following, but other relevant 


points will be credited. 
 
  In Favour 
 


 Public disillusionment with traditional religion. 


 Fast recruiting of new members from poor and socially deprived, who are 
losing out in social change. 


 Traditional churches in decline - lack of moral authority and social 
cohesion. 


 NRMs make more use of technology and internet / social networks. 


 NRMs have more appeal to young people and socially disadvantaged. 
 
  Against 
 


 They are not really religious movements deriving from social change, but 
protest groups which depend on having something to protest about. 


 NRMs have had no real impact on middle class or mainstream traditional 
religious believers. 


 NRMs are not caused by social change but by charismatic preachers. 


 NRMs appeal to people looking for a rigid moral structure and clear set of 
religious beliefs. 
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